Publication Date: Wednesday, January 7, 2026
STATE OF MAINE
NOTICE OF STATE AGENCY RULEMAKING

PUBLIC INPUT FOR RULES A list of state agency rule proposals is published here each Wednesday. You can get a copy of a proposed rule by contacting the person listed in the notice. You can comment on a proposed rule by submitting a written comment to the agency or by attending the public hearing, if one is scheduled. If no hearing is scheduled, you can request one.  The agency must hold a hearing if it receives 5 or more requests.  If you have a disability and need assistance to participate in a hearing, you should tell the agency at least 7 days before the hearing. ONLINE INFORMATION Weekly notices, full text of adopted rules, and a list of agency rulemaking contacts are available at this website: 

https://www.maine.gov/sos/cec/rules/index.html
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[bookmark: _Hlk184195248]PROPOSALS
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[bookmark: _Hlk213059876]AGENCY: Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 09-137 C.M.R. Ch. 10, Significant Wildlife Habitat
TYPE OF RULE: Major Substantive
PROPOSAL FILING NUMBER: 2025-P219

BRIEF SUMMARY: This major substantive rulemaking amends Department Rule Chapter 10 to define significant habitat for state endangered and state threatened species and update the provisions governing vernal pools to align with current statutory requirements. Please contact the agency contact person for a complete copy of the rule proposal.

PUBLIC HEARING:   January 28, 2026 @ 4:00pm – Inland Fisheries and Wildlife, 353 Water Street, Room 400, Augusta. An online option for attending via Microsoft Teams will also be available. For those wishing to attend remotely, please contact the Agency Contact Person for this filing.
COMMENT DEADLINE: February 9, 2026
CONTACT PERSON FOR THIS FILING: 
Becky Orff, 
353 Water Street, 41 SHS, Augusta, ME  04333
207-287-5202
207-287-6395
Maine Relay 711
Becky.orff@maine.gov 
CONTACT PERSON FOR SMALL BUSINESS IMPACT STATEMENT:
[bookmark: _Hlk213059925]FINANCIAL IMPACT ON MUNICIPALITIES OR COUNTIES: None anticipated
STATUTORY AUTHORITY FOR THIS RULE: 12 MRS Section 10104, 12804 
SUBSTANTIVE STATE OR FEDERAL LAW BEING IMPLEMENTED: Public Law 2023, chapter 156 and Public Law 2025, chapter 338
AGENCY WEBSITE:  
EMAIL ADDRESS FOR OVERALL AGENCY RULEMAKING LIAISON:  

[bookmark: _Hlk217999729]
AGENCY: Department of Agriculture, Conservation, and Forestry, Maine Milk Commission
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 01-015 C.M.R. Ch. 27, Retail Margins
TYPE OF RULE: Routine Technical
PROPOSAL FILING NUMBER: 2025-P220
[bookmark: _Hlk213059453]BRIEF SUMMARY: The principal reason for this rulemaking is to update retail margins within Maine’s pricing formulas, after a study of industry conditions in Maine, as prescribed in statute.  A copy of the study with recommended margin changes can be found on the Milk Commission’s webpage.
PUBLIC HEARING : Thursday, January 22, 2026 at 4:00 P.M.  in Room 101, Department of Agriculture, Conservation & Forestry, Deering Building, 90 Blossom Drive, Augusta, Maine, and via Microsoft TEAMS.
COMMENT DEADLINE: Friday, February 6, 2026 no later than 5:00 p.m.
CONTACT PERSON FOR THIS FILING:
Julie-Marie Bickford;
 28 SH, Augusta, ME 04333-0028; 
 (207)287-7521; 
(207) 287-5576;
julie-marie.bickford@maine.gov 
CONTACT PERSON FOR SMALL BUSINESS IMPACT STATEMENT:  
FINANCIAL IMPACT ON MUNICIPALITIES OR COUNTIES:   N/A
STATUTORY AUTHORITY FOR THIS RULE: 5 M.R.S.A. Section 8054 and 7 M.R.S.A., Section 2954
SUBSTANTIVE STATE OR FEDERAL LAW BEING IMPLEMENTED:
AGENCY WEBSITE:  
EMAIL ADDRESS FOR OVERALL AGENCY RULEMAKING LIAISON:  

[bookmark: ][bookmark: ][bookmark: _Hlk124326626][bookmark: _Hlk175658805][bookmark: _Hlk175657783]ADOPTIONS

[bookmark: _Hlk218509819][bookmark: _Hlk218510699][bookmark: _Hlk218512066][bookmark: _Hlk213059067]AGENCY: Department of Environmental Protection
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 06-096 C.M.R. Ch. 310, Wetlands and Waterbodies Protection
ADOPTION FILING NUMBER: 2025-252

CONCISE SUMMARY:

Because the State’s surface water and near surface groundwater resources are so extensive, wetlands can be hydrologically connected over large distances. Currently, wetlands that contain significant wildlife habitat, peatlands, or critically imperiled or imperiled plant communities are considered Wetlands of Special Significance and only a limited list of activities can be permitted within them, regardless of the distance between the proposed activity and the triggering feature. The rule revision allows the Department to permit additional activities within wetlands that are Wetlands of Special Significance because they contain significant wildlife habitat, peatlands, or critically imperiled or imperiled plant communities, provided: a) the activity is at least 750 feet from the triggering feature and  b) the activity does not have an unreasonable adverse effect on the significant wildlife habitat, peatlands, or critically imperiled or imperiled plant community. The rule revision also classifies rivers, streams or brooks as Wetlands of Special Significance. Currently, coastal wetlands, great ponds, and freshwater wetlands within 25 feet of a river, stream, or brook are Wetlands of Special Significance. This change would limit the types of development activities that may occur in rivers, streams, or brooks. It would also mean the 2:1 compensation ratio used for Wetlands of Special Significance would apply for impacts to rivers, streams, or brooks.  

EFFECTIVE DATE: Monday, January 5, 2026

AGENCY CONTACT PERSON: Naomi Kirk-Lawlor
Agency Name: Department of Environmental Protection
Mailing Address: SHS 17, Augusta, ME 04333-0017
Telephone Number: PHONE: (207) 287-7844 TTY: (207) 287-7688 ext. 711
Email Address: naomi.kirk-lawlor@maine.gov 


AGENCY: Department of Environmental Protection
Chapter Numbers and Rule Titles: 

· 06-096 C.M.R. Ch. 305, Natural Resources Protection Act Permit by Rule Standards 
· 06-096 C.M.R. Ch. 335, Significant Wildlife Habitat 

ADOPTION FILING NUMBERS: 2025-253 (Ch. 305), 2025-254 (Ch. 335)(Provisional Adoptions)

CONCISE SUMMARY:

This rulemaking updates Chapter 335 and Chapter 305 to account for statutory changes related to significant wildlife habitat. P.L. 2023, ch. 156 expanded the statutory list of significant wildlife habitats (38 M.R.S. 480-B(10)) to include habitat for state endangered and state threatened species. This rulemaking adds Section 12 to Chapter 335 and revises Section 20 of Chapter 305 to incorporate this change. P.L. 2025, ch. 338 changed the way significant vernal pool habitat, a type of significant wildlife habitat, is regulated. This rulemaking incorporates those changes by further limiting development within 100 feet of a significant vernal pool depression and extending habitat protections for significant vernal pool habitat regardless of property boundaries. In addition, this rulemaking updates the erosion and sedimentation control standards in Chapter 305, Sections 19 and 20.

EFFECTIVE DATE: Not Applicable (Provisional Adoptions of Major Substantive Rules)

AGENCY CONTACT PERSON: Naomi Kirk-Lawlor
Agency Name: Department of Environmental Protection
Mailing Address: SHS 17, Augusta, ME 04333-0017
Telephone Number: PHONE: (207) 287-7844 TTY: (207) 287-7688 ext. 711
Email Address: naomi.kirk-lawlor@maine.gov 



AGENCY: Department of Environmental Protection
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 06-096 C.M.R. Ch. 305, Natural Resources Protection Act Permit by Rule Standards 
ADOPTION FILING NUMBER: 2025-255

CONCISE SUMMARY:

This rulemaking revises Section 13, Habitat creation or enhancement and water quality improvement activities, to 1) include federally recognized Indian tribes within the State of Maine in the list of entities allowed to undertake projects, and 2) give the Department the option to allow the use of wheeled or tracked equipment in the water if certain standards are met. This rulemaking also revises Section 15, Public boat ramps, to include federally recognized Indian tribes within the State of Maine in the list of entities allowed to undertake projects under Section 15.  

EFFECTIVE DATE: Monday, January 5, 2026 

AGENCY CONTACT PERSON: Naomi Kirk-Lawlor
Agency Name: Department of Environmental Protection
Mailing Address: SHS 17, Augusta, ME 04333-0017
Telephone Number: PHONE: (207) 287-7844 TTY: (207) 287-7688 ext. 711
Email Address: naomi.kirk-lawlor@maine.gov 


AGENCY: Maine Office of Community Affairs
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 08-001 C.M.R. Chapter 1, Housing Opportunity Program: Municipal Land Use and Zoning Ordinance Rule 
ADOPTION FILING NUMBER: 2026-001

CONCISE SUMMARY:

The Housing Opportunity Program, within the Maine Office of Community Affairs, amended Chapter 1 to implement the statutory changes in PL 2025 Ch. 385.  In addition, new sections were included to implement new legislation about residential unit vehicular parking and residential uses in commercial zones, PL 2025 Ch. 374 and PL 2025 Ch. 364.    

EFFECTIVE DATE: Sunday, January 11, 2026

AGENCY CONTACT PERSON: Hilary Gove
Agency Name: Maine Office of Community Affairs
Mailing Address: 127 State House Station, Augusta, ME  04333-0127 
Telephone Number: 207-441-9137
Email Address:  
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